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all glittering with gold, within and without, and adorned
with an infinite variety of colours and pictures, and spangled
everywhere with precious gems that cast their light all around.
What more shall I say?   All the souls there were making
merry with hand-clapping and singing, and prayer and praise
and blessing of God.   When therefore Ailsi had noted all
this, and while he stood rapt in excess of joy at this great
tranquillity of the souls, and this delightful plain of Paradise,
and the beauty of this temple, then said the son unto him:
<c Beloved father, here dwell I now with these holy souls; and
here I enjoy the utmost tranquillity and delight, waiting ever
patiently for the time of my assumption to heaven, where the
angels and the spirits of those made perfect see the Lord of
lords in Sion,   To this place of joy and quiet thou thyself
also, dearest father, shalt be brought after thy death, when
thou hast first suffered punishments for the evils which thou
hast done in the flesh.   Now, therefore, must thou return unto
the world, and to thine own household; and then, when thou
hast lived but a brief while longer, thou shalt be laid with thy
fathers, ending thy life in a good old age.   But now, having
seen, both by the pains of some souls and by the glory and
quiet of others, what are the things which should be avoided
and what should be embraced, thou knowest enough to safe-
guard thyself and to forewarn others."    Then the father,
being thus certified of his son's death and of his own return
to the world, was grieved beyond all that tongue can tell,
standing in doubt and in amazement; until at length he said,
" Be sure, my son, that I will never leave thee, nor ever tear
myself away from this joy!"   " Nay/' said the boy; " for no
man may come to dwell in this place but if he die first."
Nevertheless the father would have used force with his son,
that he might stay in that place; and there arose a long
dispute between those twain, the one refusing by all means
to depart, and the othqr showing how he must first taste
of death; until at last both child and vision melted away
together, and the father awoke to find himself in his own
house, much troubled by reason of this dream*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